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__ABSTRACT _ e

. This collection of fact sheets and mini reviews deals
with varicus rroblem areas in Mexican American educaticn. “"Hexican-
Americans in Higher Education" identifies the major factors =

o (primarily money and lanquage) wKich affect low enrollment and high
attrition ‘¢f Mexican Americans in institutions of higher Ieaining,
and sugqgests that colleges recruit more Héxican,Ame;icans;-pgcviEEK-.
nore effective. counseling, and establish mere Chicano progranms. -
“Chicanas and Politics" presents a bibliography in six categories,.
covering the period frem 1970 to 1978, which déals with the Chicana's
activism in her struggle against racien, sexism, expioitation, and ‘
stereotypes. "Multicultural Education and Me=xican Americans" locks at

- the failures ©of the American educational system to’ assimilate and
acculturate -Mexican Americans, and implies-that the major factor for
this discrepancy is the failure to understand the Mexican American
student: the ipportance is stressed of approaches and attitydes of
teachers and administrators in ppoviding quality education for these

. gtudéntsi:“Lit:ar?nSEzvices’faf-ﬂexican;Amaticans; Proklems and

’. Solutions" emphasizes protlenms in holdings, indexing, staffing,. and .

" locating materials in Fublic, school, and university libraries andé
illustrates models and suggestions for solutions. (JD) o -

-

-

; s )
& . : v =

S - - S . |
i*;*t#:#*i**at*1t**$*i¢¢*§**g******$*g;s*********gﬁ***$;$*4itii***i#**;1
™" _ Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made = *._
R o .. -from the original document. ~ .. s o R
- i*#*ii***#*##***ﬁ********i**$**$i$$*$$i***##*$*$§$$*$**ﬁ$***#t****#**%*“

-

* ’ : - T,




N
.0
o~
—i
Lt

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

b

=

3

RICAN EDUCATION
FACT SHEETS AND MINI REVIEWS

K

Prepared by -

- Iinda T .McKinnon .
Roger E. Masse

Maria Enciso Saxfon

U5 DEBARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION EWELFARE
HATIOMAL IMSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION

THiz DOCUMENT HAY BEEN REPRO-
DUCED EXACTLY A% RECEIVED FROM
THE PEFI0ON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN-
ATING 1T POINTS OF VIEW OF OPIHIONS

STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE- ©
SERT OFFICIAL NATIEINAL THETITUTE GF
EDUCATION POSITION OR F0LICY

Rural Education and Small Schools

Box 3=AFP ~
New Mexico State University

Iag Cruces, New Mexico 88003 &

March 1980

&

*u



__FACTORS AFFECTING LOW ENROLLMENY

- express their own ideas fo others; they must have

11

MEXICAN AMERICAN EDUCATION
: o FACT SHEET

.3

" MEXICAN AMERICANS IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Mexican,‘ Americans consiitute the second largest minority group in the United. States and are the largest
minority group in the southwestern part of the nation. The majority of this Mexican American population is-
concenirated in five southwestern states: Texas, New MexicoArizona, Colorado, and California, with New Mexico

- having the highest percentage of Mexican Americans to its total population.

" "But'in'spite of the fact that the Mexican American population is concentratad in the sbufhwééh;vrn p'éﬁ of the

United States, the enroliment of Mexican America:is-in institutions of higher learning in the Southwest does not

reflect the percentage of Mexican Americans in the total population there. Of these five states with the heavias:
concentration of Mexican Americans, only Arizona has an undergraduate enrcllment that is proportionate to the

- Mexican American pogulation of the state. In fact, according fo the 1970 census figures, none of the other five states
had enroiiments in their institutions of highér_Jearning that reached even half the percentage of their Mexican

American population. -~ &

=i

Although the Mexican American enroliment in colleges and universities has increased over the last few years_, -

particularly in the first part of the'70s, the overall picture of Mexican Americans in higher education is stil! bleak.

-For instance, orily one-fourth of the Mexican Americans who enter elemenjary school will ever go on to college; and

of those who do, only one out of every four will graduate. .

There are several factors which may account for this low enrallment and high attrition of Mexican Americans in
higher education, but two factors seem to stand out -- money and language.
: - B & - ®

MONEY |
The primary factor affecting the low enroliment of Mexican Americans in institutions-of higher ié%?r;in’g is
money. Most Mexican American students are from: families of low income and, consequently, cannot afford the

- ever-Increasing costs of tuition,and books, much less room and board. For this Feason the majority of Mexican

Americans In institutions of higher learning attend two-year community colieges, thus eliminating fhe cost of living

- on campus. Also relevant to the Mexican Americans’ low economiic status is the fact that many qof them attend
:coliege on a part-time basis; part-time attendance is more economically feasibleé for them because fewer books and

* . alower tuition enable many of them to experience higher educatinn who would never be able to attend on a full-time

basis. Yet angther indication of the effect of economics on the Mexican American student is the fact that their

" enrollment in private coleges and universities is relatively negligible, the cost of the higher tuition being prohibitive
- for most of them. ) * :

LANGUAGE L L o - SN

A second factor which undoubtedly az@auﬁgfar the disproportionate representation of Mexican Americans in
higher education is languagé. Nearly ail of the®Mexican American students in higher edugation come from nomes
where Spanish Is the princjpal language. Bacause the Mexican American siudents are part of. two cultures and

usualy speak two laniguages, they feel insecure about their lariguage abilities at the college level. As a result of -

tanguage being such a basic requirement for the learning process, every aspect of language -reading, writing,
speaking, Hstening --is involved in the-etlu€ational process of higher education. Reading and listening are necessary
in.order for students fo understand the:deas of others; they must have sufficient language skills to keep up with
reading assignments and to understand elass lectures. Speaking and writing are necessary in order for students to

enough facility in'the language to'talk with confidence and to write

with clarity. Writing Is, for the Mexican American students as well as for the maijority students, probably the imost

difficult aspect of using the language on the college level and certainly the :ﬁasf&unavaid_able@

ey ¥

OTHER FACTORS e

L] ,.‘ . _ A . N . _ ) Lo
Aside from the drawbacks of money and language, other factors are also ~responsible for the under

" -representation of Mexican Americans in higher education: These other factors include a lack of academic
- preparation in their schools and a lack of parental emphasis in their homes on intellectual effort. The combination of

w7

~ these factors is enough to dissuade most-Mexican Americans from even attemnpting to achievea college education. .
- Also not to be overlooked is the'psychological effect which all of these factors have on Mexican Ameyican students, ..

CLEARINGHOUSE ON RURAL EDUCATION and SMALL SCHOOLS
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who feel torn between two cultures and »vv i ‘iting to give up their identity in one in order ta.achieve svccess in the
other. ’ '

==

RECOMMENDATIONS |

Cirecn are some ihmgs that can be done and are being done to increasc
ation. Colleges themselves can help by doing more fo recruit
nd by providing effective couriseling for Mexican American
students wiis are alrendy enrolled. Alss the «: shment of Chicano programs and studies heips to aHract and
Fefa n Mexican America.i students the extab: «nt of language programs, in particular, fuch as the 1éaching of
English as a Sﬂeand lat‘\guage.; would be hglph,i it drawing more Mexican Americans into h:gher education.

The picture is not entirely withoui &+
the number-of Mexican Amerleans in &
Mexican Amerjcans through their -high

oAl in all, educah:rs in Insﬂfu?iansaaf highsr leamiﬁg shnuld realize the pa*enﬂal of the studeni’s in the second
largest minority group and do what they canto rovide higner education for the many Mexican Americans who live
In the United 3tates, the fifth"largest Spamsh %Rraking raunfry I the world. .

. =
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~___CHICANAS AND POLITICS
- ‘A Selected Bibliography o

Chicanas have been involved in politics for years. However, the term “’politics’ has to b2 understood In a general sense
when referring to the Chicana. Her present party actlvism is new, but her struggle against racism, sexism, explnl’l‘aﬂgﬁ.
and s'ereotypes has a long history. Much is to be recorded, though, about her political participation in this nation. An effort ® ,

* has been made here to complle and classify the information available on this tople. Six different categories were used fa
elassily the saur‘:es listed, which cover the periaﬂ between 19?@ and 1978. ?

,

i IHTRQDUETQEY 5TUDIE5 , . : . e

“'Fhe (.hh:ana ! A 3pecla| lssut. El Griin dnl Nnrh, 1??1

*W;afgra. Martha. *"When Women Sp—gk" Evlnt, Jan. 1974, p.22. "

Describes present condition =7 Chleanas and reviews their h!sfary. including the development of feminism in the
Mexican culture, . : v B :

& ’ : - = -

_ Cotera, Martha. Profile on the Mlxi::n Am-ri:an thmin Avallable from: National Educationa!l Labnratary Pub., Ir-c .

Austin, Tx., 1976. Reviews the history of the Mexican Amerl:an woman and pravides a profile of hei' present
s@clae:nnamle and political :haraderlsﬂ;s ED 119 888

Hancock, Veila G. "La Ehieana, Chicano Mavamenf. and Women'’s L’iberafmn ** Chieano Studies Newsleﬂer 1 and 2,
Berkeley, Feb‘1971. . .

3

ngrera, Giorla. La h‘u];r Chicana. Available frurn ERIC Document Reproduction Service, Arlington, Va.,1974.
Includes Chicana history; poetry, and other writings by weli-known Chh:ana activists - Infendeﬂ as a supplementary
reader for secondary education students. ED 103147 ~ ’ _

_ "Hiatnria de la Organizacién Nacional de Mujeres.” Reﬂenera:mn. Vol.2, Ng. 471974, p. 42,
Intreduction to the philesophy, goals, and funcﬂaﬁs of the. Naﬂunal -Organization of Waman (NQW) =~ in Epanish

Laﬁgaau: y Vasqugz. Enriqueta "The Mexican Amerlcan Wcman " in Sistgrhaad is Puwerful- Ed. Rnbln Mnrgaﬁ ‘New
York: Vintage Books, 1970, p. 379.

g Claims that women'‘s liberation is not'a viable answer for Chicanas ouiside the Ghicano movement because the whole
Maxlcgn A~.grican fzmily uni* 15 involved In a hurmian righfs movement. = .

£

Lurenzana, Nosmi. "La Chicana: Transeending the Gld and. Carving out a New, Life and Salf-lmage " Dg Enlargs,xv@l 2,
1975, p.6. -
Hlsfa:l:al praﬂlg of Chl:ar‘as. Inciudlng staﬂsﬂtal Infc:rrnaﬂan

. . _ i e

o N

=

Maﬁfnu:. Elizab&th “La Chlcana ¥ Idexl, Sep. 1972, . T L g )

Mollna de .Pick, Gracia, "’Reflexiones sobre el femnisme y La Raza.” La Luz, Aug. 1972, p. 58. )
- - Claims that boththe, Chicano and the women's \iberaticn mavemenfs are bringing to light a Chicana that has always ;
been m‘isinferpremd and stereotyped. - . - .

> Moreno, Dorinda, Ed. La mujar en pie de lucm. Mexica City: Esplna del Ncﬁe:?ublicaﬂﬂns. 1973. :
Antholegy in English and Spanish focusing un the struggle of Chicanas againsf sexism, racism, and e:plmfahan

-

La Muiar Chlcana By the Chh:ana Research and L&arnlng Center. Austin, Texas. 1976. ED152 439

“Qur Culture Hell: Femlnlsm In Aztlan.”’ A ﬁaper prepared for the Fac:lfu: Caasi Cauncnl on ,Latm Arneriean Sfudnes ’
Conference in Monteréy, California; Oct. 1972. .

""" &

Impgrfant Infrodu:ﬂan to the Chl:ana movement. ‘ o T e

Ragﬁnara:inn. Vul 1, No.3, 1973, *
© - Speclal-issue on the Chicana’s roles; pnliﬂcs, educatmn. and pae#ry

smherland; Ellngeth. and Enrigueta Lengeauxy Vasquez Vwa La Eaza. Thé, Sfrugglg ,pi_thé Méxi;an Aiﬁeriéan Peap!‘e;. -
‘Garden City: Doubleday & Co., Inc;, 1974; . ' ST
Hmérlce!. perspe«r:ﬂvs ﬁf Ehlcana women. Ty
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‘Vidal, Mirta, Chicanas Speak Out! Women: New Voice of Ls Raza. New York: Pathfinders Press, 1971..
' Discusses liberation of Chicanas and third world.women in the U.S. .
1. FEMINISM © \ ) '
Agui,lar,'unda Peralta. "Unegugj Opportunity and the Chicana.’%l.a Luz, Jan. 1977, P. 29,

. Anbiysis of "‘machismo’’ as it affects the employment of Chicanas. : .

Chavez, Jennie V. !'An Qpinion: Women of the Mexican American Movement.’’ Msjdarnnisélle,,VaLM Apr. 1972, p.B2.
Describes the frustrations of an activist Chicana wher struggling against stereotypes. - b

' =

Cotera, Martha. “"Mexicano Feminism:’ Magazin, Sep. 1973, p.30. - .
Describes the many Mexicari women who have contributed fh%!j}’feminism to history and claims that any f eelings of
feminism among Chicanas should be directed into the Chican8’movement. - = :

Escalante, Alicia. *’A letter from the Chicana Welfare Rights Organizstion.” Encuentro Femenil, Vai.1, No.2, 1974, -
“Néif:}, Consuelo. *'Chicanas and the Women’s Rights 'Mpvémentf' Civit Rights Digest, Sprin§ 1974,
Aﬂ’eF@ﬁts to define the Chicana’s role in the women’s rights movement.

-. Olivarez, Elizabeih: "Women's Rights and the Mexican American Woman’’ Y.W.C.A., Janﬁ 1972,

Riddell, Adaljiza Sosa. "Chicanas and El Mévimienja;” Aztlan; Spr?ngﬁail 1974, p. 155, ’ C
- Disgysses the social science myth about the Mexican Americar ‘amily and the externally imposed stereotypes about
[Lhicanas. : o . :

Saeriz, Leonila Lopez. Machismo No! i Igualdad Sit” La Luz, May 1972, _

Valdés-Fallis, Guadalupe. “The Liberated Chicana: A Struggle Against Tradition.” Women: A Journal of Liberation,
Vol.3, Nod, 1974. . = ‘ L .. , - o
Zinn, Maxime Baca. "“Chicanas: Power and Sontrol in the Domestic Sphére.’’ De Colores, Vol.2, 1975, pas. :
. Reviews women’s roles in Mexican American family literature anc! concludes that women control family activities
' ~cespite the patriarchal orientation of Chicano life. - C -
. NIl POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION ., | . - S e L »
' Chapa, Evey, and Arrﬁanda Gutiérrez. ““Chicanas in Politics: An Overview-and a Case Study.”. A paper presented at a
symposium on Iz Mujer Chicana, University of Notre Dame, March 1975, . ) T
*-- . Focuses on the Chicana and discusses her solitical pariicipation in the Chicanc movemeént in'Crystal City, Texas. ‘
- Gusman, Ralph. The Political Socialization of the Mexican American People. New York: Arno Press, inc., 1976. ... =~ ©
. Includes brief discussicn of the rele of the Mexican Americanawoman in omparison to women in minority grougs in .
Perv, . - o oo ' : Y : o

EY

' Gutiérrez, A}mandgi,. "Sex and Politital ‘Awareness,”” Chapter 5 of ""The Socialization of Militancy: Chicanos in a South
™ Texas Town.’”” Diss, The University of Texas at Austin 1974, P.93. e '

_..._Examines the differences in palitical.attitudes between male and female Chicanos in Crystal City; Texas.

Tapia, Daniel Valdés. "*Hispanic Women and Social Change.”” La Luz, Nov. 1978, ' ; ; Lo

IV POLITICS: PERSONALITIES AND ACTIVITIE

E)

Avila, Consuelo. *’Ecos de una Convencign.” Magazin, Sep. 197... T ] I -

=

Chapa, Evey. "'Renort from the National Women's Political Caucus.” Magazin, Sep. 1973, p. 37. -
Clalms that this caucus did not inciude the viewpoints of La Raza women. o ' . R
Chapa Evey. "'Mujeres por La ,Réz‘a Unida.”" Caracaol, é;mm, p.3. :
- Describes Chicana involvement in La Raza Unida Party in Texas and gives an account of the First Statewide s

Conferencia de Mujeres por La Raza Unida, San Antonio, Texas in 1973.

Cotéra, Martha, “’Chicapa Caucus.’” Magazin, Aug. 1972, p.24, - o : : -
- Text of the presentation made at the first convention of the Texss Wﬁmgn‘s Political Caucus. Mesquite, Texas in 1972, -

Cotera, Martha, **Conferencia de Muijeres por Raza Unida.” La Verdad. Sep. 1973,p.3. -,
~.. Short article about this conference, San Antonio, Texas in 1973. 7 o s

13 .
L

=

“Dallas City Councilwoman: Biographical Sketch La Luz, Avg, 92,28 ,
Describe the pql!fi_cal life of Mrs. Martinez, a native of Dallas and a third generation Mexican Anierican.




Hinojosa, Andrés. ”Virgmia Muzqun; La Chicana del Afio.” A paper developed far the Carnegle lnfernship F'ragrarn,

Crystal City, Texas, Feb. 1974.
Reiates, through an interview in Spanish, how Ms Muzqunz came fu be |nvalved in olifical and car‘imumfy affairs

and the formation o? Ea;a Unida Party.

_Lamont, Susan. “’Texas Wamen Hear SWP, Raza Unida Candidates.”” The Mlllfanh Apr. 1972, p. 12 « o -
Report on tha paﬁlcipa’rian of. Raza Unida. ;andida?es in the first naﬂﬂnwida EDﬁVEﬁﬂéSI of the Texas Woman's
Political ﬂaucus —

- Mizquiz, Virginia. “Gaining Cantrol.” Event, Jan. 1974, p.18. 3 : _ v -
Eevelupment strafegles, and prcgress of Eaza Unida Party in fhe Crystal City community. .

Newtan, Clarke. Famaus Mexican Americans. Mew York: Dedd, Mead, and Co., 1972.
Iincludes portraits of Chir:anas Dolores Huerta and Lupe Angmana

"Pc;lly Baca Baragén.”’ La Luz, Nov. 1974, p. 24. ) ) .
Erief nctice of Ms. Baragan s candidacy for State kepresemahve in Demrer and hér rgle in the Democratic Party.

Rndrf'que;, nga “Chicana Governor far Cahfarnla "\E@Gmﬂe de Aﬂljfh Mar, 19?{. n.9. _
Discusses the effect of the Sacialist Party on Issues cﬂnzerning Chicanas--Ms.Rodriquez was SP’s candidate for
Governor of California in 1974. W ‘ -

= &

"The Hispani; Woman.’ La-Luz, Sep.-1977. - '
’ A special issue devoted to the Hispanic American ﬁgures in pelities, business, rmedicine, engmeermg, science;

literature, and healih and human servlces

- MALDEF
15- 9th St, ‘
- San. Fgancisco, CA 94103 !

4]5/ 626-6196:

~Chicana klghfs F‘rmecf

~Chleana Rights. Prmezf R

TMALDEF

“Petrofeurn Camﬁnerce Eldg
201 N.St.Mary’s St.

.. San Antonio, T.X 78205

. e51;‘2/224a5476 T

" Chicana Service Center
. 5340 E: Olyrapic Bivd .
".Los Angéles, CA 90022 -

"" Comisidn Fernenil
<“Mexicana Nacional. Inc.
ZUS - 9th St.-

. iLema Dr i
Angeles, CA 93016 C
4-1515 2 . . )

-Washington, D.C._20004
-.202/659-1251 ‘

Latin American (‘Iﬂzens) s
© 919~ 19th 5t. NW -

Suite 430 .
Nasﬁingiqn. D. E zoooé
202/ 29&6472 ’ 5

MANA_(Mexican- Améncan Warnen 5,:,;
National Assaciation)

L'Enfant Plaza St."SW~
P.O.Box 23656 ,
Washington, D.C. 20024

- Mujeres Pro Raza Unida *

1110 General MeMullen

. San Antonio, TX.78237.

512/224. 7526

MNational Chicana Welfare Engﬁs
Organization -

P.D.Box 33286 - .

Los Angeles, CA 90033

. National Council of La Raza

1726 | §t. NW
Suite 210

.
Virgil. Maximo. "Mexican Amerizan Women Excel: La Charreada “ La Luz, Nav 1978, p.13.
“Washmgfsn Scene: MANA, the Veice of the Hispana in the Nation’s Capitol.” La Luz, Jun; 1977.
..Short hisfary of the Méxman Amencan Women's-National As:cclahan L o -
“Women'’s Caucus Makes’ Hlsmry - Eegenera-!mng Vol.2: No.3 19?3 p 32 “
* . Discusses the develcpment of the Chicana caycus.
k] [ -
( ® :

V. ORGANIZATIONS )
Chicana Research and Sy Concillo MU|E!’§‘S Nafmnal Women’s Political Caucuys
Learning Center ' ' '3358 Market St. Chicana Caucus
2434 Guadalupe San Francisco, CA 94114 1302 - 18th S5t.NW

“Austin. TX 78705 415/826-1530 Suite 603 . " .
 512/474:2811° . Washington, D.C. 20036 - @
: ,LULAC (League of United ' 202/785-2911 : ;

NOW Latir. Ameﬂean Commlﬂees
¢/o Elena Alperin

. P.O.Box 66

.Forest HIIE NY 1023

'f'FSpanish Speakmg Women's- Naﬂaﬂal T

_Caucus
. State Human Rights Appeal Eﬁard
250 Broadway
New York, NY 10007
212/488-2377
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1978. ED 175 615 ' : o ’
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Articles cited by ED nrumber can be obtained from your nearest ERIC idicrofi¢he collection. For further information,

"
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“The M. exican AmEﬁcan ethnic graup isan emgma
to nonprofessionals as well as to many educators and
social scientists Ameﬁcan society has ingested di-
verse farezgrz peﬂplé, assimilating and acculturating
them, but those of Mexican ancestry appear to stand

out as a glaring EIi;‘Eptlaﬂ. " (Carter, - 5)

This failure to assumlate and acculturate Mexican

Americans is nowhere more glaringly apparent than in -

" the'educational system of the United States. Many fac-

* waned somewhat, but . by.. .the mid 70's

“courts had become a major advocate for change within
the educational system, as massjve amounts of federal .

- funds-began-to.be invested to bring about solutions to

“tors undoubtedly have contributed to this sitnation,
--but certainly a major factor is the failure of the Ameri-

can educational system to understand the Mexican

_ Amencan st.udent Dlder theanes that used tn acccmﬁt

as cultural depnvatmn and ramal mfenunty. Such
- theories, unfortunately, were mdely accepted for a

long: time; even today the vestiges of these beliefs

. underlie many attempts to pI'QVldE an education for
‘Mexican Ambncans

Looking at the Overall Picture  *
Eunng the 1960's there was an mcréased awdre-

‘ness of the’ me..;mt;gs wichin the éuucgtmnal system of
. -all minority groups, as a result of the reactions to the

Civil Rights Movement. In the  early 70's, fs interest
federaj

the educational and social problems of Mexican Amer-

* ican citizens. The Chicano movement, characterized by

such’ groups-as La Raza played an mpurtant rnle in
this process. : .

+- But in spite’of this federal aid and financial mntﬁ-
butions from the state level over the' years, the socio-

emnarmc and academic plight of the. Mexican Amer-
“icans” has remained relatively unchanged. Although

there have been some improvements made,Mexican
‘American school ‘achieverient remains -in'the same

- position, relatxve to other: groups, with their grade

Angla students W'lth. .L‘he same schml or d;stnct As a

point averéges still generally lower ;han those of

MULTI CULTURAL EDUCATION AND MEXICAN
AMERICANS -

of discrimination against Thicanos have been modi-
fied, but few have been completely eliminated or even
radically changed. Significant changes in the academic

achievement of Mexican Amerigans; most observers ©
feel, will have'to come from furthet changes within the

acaden:m_ syst‘ém

Léw Achzeuemérzt

Interestingly, the differences between MEJEJL!ED
American and Anglo students do not show up during
the early years of schooling; this fact suggests that
there are not inherent differences i ability between
the two groups !’I'he progress of Chicanos and Anglos

.~ seems to be fairly equal through the fourth grade; after.

that the gap between the achievement of’the two
groups begﬁs to widen, becaﬁﬁg more marked with ,.

- each grade level. By the junior hlgh le.vel the gap has

become considerable, -
. Studies show that by the junior }ugh age le- .rel
many Chicano students have dropped out mentally, if

- not physically. This mental withdrawal in the inter- )
mediate grades may be due to the inflexibility of the

curriculum; it has becpme not only rigid but also irrele-
vant to them. Also, sffnies show that teachers do very .
little to counteract this.meztai withdrawal. Auotmr
. relevidnt factor is that Me:ﬂca.n American parents sup-
; pﬂ}'t their children’s school attendance and contribute
to a'good attitude on the part of the children toward
education while the children are in elementary schunl
“but-as-the children progressdiuto junior high schoél,
Ehe school is farther away — physically and psycholog-
Jjcally — from the parents. The friendly. neighborhood
school has become a distant, impersonal mstltut.mn
and pa:ént.sl suppcnﬂi dECFEESES ﬂonmderably

;H‘Eh Dmp Out Ease .

Following the mental mthdrawal of the ‘&’Iex.ncan
American students, actual withdrawal from the chool
system becomes noticeable in the 14-15 year age
bracket and is most alarming in the 15-16 year age

level. There are several factors which probably cauge =

the drop out rate of Mexican Americans to be high.
Thew la:s of mtgfegt in and lack of paftxclpatmn m
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: §§Ere-.eurﬁeelaf eegivitiesmey be a eig‘nifieent;faeter.
- With the introduction of additional,activities to -the

regular curriculum, Chicanos find more that they can- -

net relate to, and the whole educational system’ be-

- comes less important to them. Their retreat from
extra-curricular activities may be the result of eco-
nomic-factors, but whatever the reason, the percentage
of Mexican Americans partlelpatmg in extra-curricular
activities does not begin to approximate their percen-
tage of the enrollment within the schools.

Another factor which seéms to affect the drop out
rate is the fact- that many Chicano students leave
school to become employed;.this is pe:txeulerly true in

- areas where MeaXican-
nomic class, such as in the agrictiltural valleys of Cal-

ifornia and Texas. Somehowthe schools unconscioysly

encourage this drop out rate, if only by their lack of.
concern. Studies have shown that the drop out rate is

highest in agricultural eemmumtlee where the youth is

qmekly absorbed into the job warket. The drop out

rafe is lower in urban communities and in more open

social systems where there is not a castelike social

structure.

Yet anather factor thet indy be reepo’r151ble for the
fugh drop out rate of Chicang students is the recogni-
tion that the school fails to equip the majority of Mexi-
can Armericans, even if they do-stay in school, with the -

-skills necessary to obtain middlelevel social and eco--

nomic positions after graduation. Therefore, Chicano™

students realize that the time spent in school could be
better spent in the labor force, earning soine income;
all too oftén they see their-Mexican American peers
who have graduated from high school- workmg along-
eide of them, demg the same kind of wef hat they are
doing.

n

Not only do the echoele net@Preperenthe Me}gcen !

American students for rmddlelevel social and econom-
‘ic eeltlene but also they, do not prepare these
students’ for college either. According to the findings -
- in Carter's study, those Mexican American students
who do stay in school for 12 yehrs and graduate are
poorly preparéd to go on with a higher education. Of
-100 beginning first graders in Texas, 4 Chicdnos, 6
Blecke. and 21 Anglos will finish eoﬂege In"New Mex-
deo the figures “are slightly, mote optimistic; of 100
"beginnirig first gradets, 7 Chicanos and 24 Anglos will
fnmehneollege Thus the Mexican Ammerican students,
as a fesult of being fitted into a rlgld edueetxonel
eyetem. eeldom pursue a hlgher education, - T

a

.\ |

o Rejectmg the Stet‘eet}'pe :
In order to improve the aehlevement level of Me:;z-

can Ameéricans and rétain them within the school
svstem, edtcators must’ recognize - end reject the
, stereotyped image of the Chicano that has been held *
“:~-for so many years. **There cah be no doubt,” say Carter
!~ and ‘Segura, '‘that numerous:educators, . especially in-
"': conservative areas ef the SouthWeet believe that Chl- )

k| . R
o 3
cano children are inferior — that they are inferior be-
cause they are so ob’vmuEI} Mexican. Irnpht:lt in this
belief is that Mexicans are culturally, 1f not racially, i in-
ferior.” (Carter, Segura, pp. 119-120).
Few Anglo teachers and admnktraﬁers are willing
‘to isteract with Mexican Amierican students sufficient-
ly to understand thém dnd’ their way of life. If they did,
Cartér and Segura feel they would discover that the .
stereotype of the Mexicart American falls far short of
awhat they are in reality; in turn educators .would ,
realize that the system they perpetuate falls short of
P,rov;dmg an education for Chicano students equal to

=+
]

. thatit provides for Anglos. *'Edticators tend to  argue

-Americans o¢cupy the lower eco-

that because the problem ljes with the home'tulture, ho °

fundamental changes are required of the school. .The -

educational status quo is thus perpetuated. The situa-
tion tedey is little changed fTefn that of the middle er.!;-
ties."” (Carter, Segura, p. 122)° o,

Educators traditionally eepeuse simplistic e%plen—
ations for complex social and psychological situations’
and then implement programs based on such views.
For instance, by adhering to the cultural depnvatlon
theory (that,Mexican Americans are mfenm:’beeeuse of
their culture and heritage), educators assuage them-

{eelvee of their ‘;‘ESPODSLblllt}" to the Chicano students
by placing the blame for this condition on the home,

" the neighborhood, and the overalt Mexican American
- society. By recognizing that the Chicano student is bi-
‘cognitive and bilingual and dealing with him on that

-basis, educators can go far tewerd rej eetmg the stereo-
type of the Clueano :
g
Refoeueiﬁg the Image of the Chicano
If educators can reject the stereotype of the Chi-

cano, they must then bnng their abilities to bear upon

eeemg him as he really is, The following poem by
Guadalupe Quintanilla, which concludes an essay ina
collection of readings mentioned at the end of this "
paper, filters the essential elemeﬂts of understendmg.
refecuemg, the Chicane. :

“Recipe for Cultural Urzderstandmg

Take a cup gf motivation, “
Lace it with enthusiasm; _
Add 8 teasPogns of unders?eﬂdmg
Mix ecxrefully with patience. = -

* Sprinkle with common sense

* And serve with a pesmue atiitude;
In return you will receive” -
Self respect, satisfaction, and

" Excellent results.

]
8

- Gued&lupe Quinta;‘zille ‘

fermhes ef lew meome theu‘ perenl:s heve eehzeved a
low lave! of edpcetmn they are products of a. society

that has emphasized their Mexican heritage but failed —

to relate this heritage to the. Anglo eec;let.y in whieh_

1

t:hey must hve. In the school eyetern Mex.lean Amer— -
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ican students find. thémselves separated from those

‘aspects of life that are familiar and comfortable fo

them. Ygt inthis situation they are expected to per-
form on an equal level with Anglos, although the Chi-

' . cano students are jn an environment that is unfamiliar

)

and awkward to them, using a language that is not’al;
ways$ their native one: Is it any wonder that the envir-
onment of the school system seems strange, if not -
hostile, to the Chicand students?¢ * .

~Most educators.agree that the schog] achievernent

- of Chicanos is low because of the langiiage factor; by

" ing environment. Language is such'a

~ expression for. them, Likewise, in related areas the Chi- -

~ advantage. o IR

recdgnizing that it is not the leariing ability of the Chi- .
canos that"is impaired but rather that-it is his com- -

‘munications skills that are undeveloped, the teacher

can do much to acclimate the studsnts to an ericourag? .
that studies have shown that Mex.lcan American stu-
dents do well in the fundamental principles of math
but poorly in the realm of problem-solving — not be-

. cause they do not have the mathematical skills to solve *

the problem but because they do not have sufficient

§ language skills to understand what the probler is.

. The importance of language to the learning of Chi-
canos is alsa seen in another area. Mexican American

-students do well in artistic and musical fields; they

natural

have an acute senge of rhythm, and singingis a

canos excel also;-in such classes as art, photography, .
and 'shop in the secondary schools, these students do

outstandirg werk. The primcry reason is that thereis -
little language involved in an understanding of art or

music, and such courses as shop or phovography offer

.material that is new to all students; thus, the Anglo

students*and the Chicano' students are on an equal

footing as far as background and preparation are con-
_ - cerned, and the Chteanos are not at a psychological dis- __

Adcir’essing_thé Chicanos’ Needs
 After refocusing the image of thé Chicano, edu-

needs of Mexican Americans,™ike ‘those of any other.

__minority or majority group,” fall' naturally into three

L

" Facilities

overlapping ‘categories: facilities, teachers, and curri-
culum. o : oA

s - A g'i - . .
The physical conditions of Mexican American

‘schools are improved toflay over what they were in the

past, but in many parts of thé Southwest, the contrast .

between the facilities' of predomirantly minarity -

schools and these of middle class institutions is great.

-+ “Minority schools. are poorly maintained and dilapi-

dated, often lacking land5caping and outside play faeil- -

physical facilities “although ‘all ‘of the ‘southwesiern .

a far-reaching gkill _,

.

i

parent.’

N

oo . S

- States have used federal funds, to purchase equipment
-togupgrade_the quality of the instruction: most dis-
tricts hhve reachied at least minimum levels of quality
facilities. . Particularly ht?}ie Chicano schools in Anglo
districts have seen imprfovements, but in some of the
-impoverished school districts with mostly Mexican
American:students, inequality of facilities is still ap-

Teachers ‘ S _
Well maintained or well equipped physical plants
. do not necessarily.guarantee a high quality of educa-
tion, however. [4.is the human factor that is most es-
sential to the well being of Mexican Americans in the ‘
school system. Teacher interest and ehthusiasm, as
well as teacher preparation, can often be key factors in
determining the academic success or failure of Chicano
students. Most teachers fail to see Mexicin American-
studen®y in their proper perspective of bicogtitive, bi-
lingual; bicultural backgrourids; all'too frequently *
teachers unconsciously perpetuate the cultural depri-
‘vation myth of Chicanos by treatirig them as academ-

ically if not intellectually inferior to Anglos. Further, - -
Carter and Segura. found in their. study of teacher-*

preparation institutions of the Southwest-that very

few of theni contained topics related to the &ducation
_of Mexican Americans. Even if teachets are sufficient-
ly prepared by their teacher training programs, if the

human element of inderstanding is missing, all of their

acadeggic preparation will not atone for this deficiency. " -

Cu%ﬁcﬁlum o e 7 _

In the last analysis,itis the curriculum that must
‘be altered to meet
students; . -

= F L= e o ~ “,-'
" Thg ability to read is perHaps the most crucial skill

the needs of Mexican American

z

-

learned in school, as mentioned earliér, because of the - -

far-reaching'effects of this knowledge, Yet in this area
‘Mexican American children fail to reach the same level

. level, Chicanos.and Anglos appear to bereading abcué

- the ‘sdme, but' by the twelfth grade, one-third of the

- Ities.” (Carter, Segura, p. 221) Southern Texas and nor- , ed , ) .
.. “thern New Mexico seem to have the most inadequate nitive-individuals. This viewpoint'on the part of educa-

" tors helps Chicanos to-gain a better self image of them- - |

Anglo students- are reading below their grade level’
whereas two-thirds of the Chicano students are read-

* ing below their grade level. In fact, while 19% of Anglo. -

students in the twelfth grade cannot read -at tenth’

grade level, 40% of Chicano students in the twelfth- - . i’

grads cannot read at tenth grade.evel. As mentioned ~

eavder, this defidiency in reading ability affects other -

areas ‘of legmféven math. ™ ‘| S
In addition to reading deficiencies, other language

defitieficies of Mexican Americans need attention. The - *

teaching of English as a second language.can be ex:
tremely helpful to Chicarios; by recognizglgg‘ that these*

K]

students .have proficiency in"a language. other. than -

English, educators.can see them more clearly as bicog- .

_"é_

SRk : == L SEERE BYY .« ofy foﬁgie’ﬂc, r.that Anglo students do. At fourth grade -
. cators must begin to see how.they can meet the nesds - 1o1 o | &
---of the second largest minority group.. The academic
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selves S0 that their approach to ‘learmng.*lgnguage )

. skills is done with confidence and self respect. The ei-
fect of teaching English as a second language, ur any

other course for that matter, is not beneficial if the pro-

. gram is remedial or cempensatary

Many times the special programs which the educa-

tionaksystem does provide for Mexican American stu-
* dents lose their effectiveness if they are designed to be

remedial or compensatory. These programs, based on

the cultural deprivation or racial inferiority theory, do ,
" not address the real needs of the Mexican American
" students and, therefore, are ineffective in improving

the quality of education for Mexican Americans.
Programs which are not remedial, and compeusa-
tory in nature but are based on the theory that the

Mexican American student simply.has not had the op-
'-portumty to learn about certain elements of Anglo
. society are Ennnently‘“sm:cessfu.l Two cases in point
.are television programs for children — *‘Carrasco-
. lendas” and “Villa- Alegre.” These programs presenf

Mexican and Anglo, children as being equal ip -their.
lack of exposure to the other's society. Approached i in

~ this way, Mexican American children learn ag much a,
- and as well as any other children.' Altholigh these pro-

grams are intended for younger children, the same idea
holds true for the learning of junior high and high
school Chicanos. :

All in all,.it is the appggacll and the attitude gf the

educaﬁmnal system — and even more important, of the

. human factors within the system in the form of teach-
ers and administrators — that can make the"‘d;fféferxce =
.n the quality of education which our nation provides
-for Mexicafi Americans. in the foreword to their book,

. ‘Carter and Segu:a (p 2) mcludg some Bertment com—

nghlands Umversxty Hls camments emphasge the .
~ importance of edv-ation to Mex.msﬂ Amencaﬁs — and
v mdeed to all mmonty groups ' :

Sy "Twa thausarzd _yeafs ffDm now, when some Iusto:-r :
lan, at;empts to ascertain why the United States of

. America reached its point of influence and power
- within the fanily of nations in.the twentjeth century,

the reader will have to conclude that-a great part of
this country's uniqueness was related to the noble ex-

periment to educate the o:luldrerz of all the people.”
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Lbrary services tor Mexican Americans emphasmed
one idea: moat members of the Mexican American com-
munity experience inadequate library services. Some
advances were made in the 1970's in improving those
library services, but problems in supplying the ser-
vices continue. Fortunately, though, solutions to the
problems have been developed and used in working
models of programs for effective library services for
Mexican Americans.

These proposed and operating solutions help
libraries fulfill their functions. As librarians Cabello-
Arandona and Haro explain, “'Libraries are public ser-
vice institutions established..to make expenditures
which result in utility by the consumer and to insure
that members of the community within the jurisdic-
tion of the library derive various benefits'' (3, p.20,. To
fulfill those functions for a Mexican American or
Spanish speaking population that numbers 11.3
miliion people, that uses the second most often spoken
language in the U. S., and that forms the second
larpest minority gronp in tha 11 S (3) each type of
Library (::Qrﬂmunjty, schonl sr’;d unive-rsity) mu:ﬁ;

faces and e examine salutxons for t;hoae prﬁble,mi

PRDBL.E‘WS AND ‘%DLUTTQNS FOR CCMMUNI-

The public or fnmrﬁumty library faces many pro-
‘ﬁ';.u—wﬁ e meot! !-\rv"“‘: ! Fsr

A
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solutions are available for most of the problems.

PROBLEMS

A first problem for a public library concerns
library holdings. A llbrary 5 bamk gmd penm;hgal cc:llec!
tion may be deficient in Mexican American materials,
and relevant materials in Spanish may not be ordered
(3). For example, in a California survey to determine
the library needs of the Mexican American community
in San Bernardino, where 21% of the population is

Spanish, the public library found that “*services are in-
adequate in terms of quantity available” and that

[mc

‘Mini-Réview

SRR LIBRARY SERVICES FOR MEXICAN
-;~~AMERICAN S: PROBLEMS AND SOLUTION S

a newl frr mnra ki ]1H1H| a] materials’ (15

p.437). Cuesta and Tarin, ina 19:8 study, also indicate
that “collections of bilingual and Spanish-language
materials are small and difficult to locate within the
maze of shelves in a library™ (7, p. 1351).

In addition, the English language indexing system
poses a problem. The bibliographic control to file
Spanish materials may be inadequate because no ade-
quate indexing system for resources by or abcut the
Spanish speaking has been developed (4).

Another problem relates to the library staff. Often
“bilihg'udl biculnural éfaff are unavatiable or not easily
a predomrinantly Anglo staff™(7,
p,Ld‘ll), lhus. few thcan@s may be available on a
library staff to assist Mexican Americans in using a
library. In turn, the inadequate staffing mav result
from the low recruitment by library science schools of
students from the Mexican American , pulation (4).
Moreover, little attempt may be imade by the library
profession t.. determine the community desires about
library services or the percentage of the population
iiterate in Baglish and or spamsh {2)

Other problems exist outside the library. The
Spanish speaking community may be apathetic toward
the library. A fear or mistrust of unfamiliar institu
tions and a hesitancy about using someone's materials
may produce an absence of library use by the Chicano
community (5). In his study of AN0 Spanish speakers in
a community in California. Haro found that 41% did
not speak English, that of the 59% whao did speak
English 65% did not use the library, and that 89%
would use the library if Spanish were spoken and if
Sparﬂsh materials were availablé H"”» T‘hu's hecau ea

tD anuxre pupu;‘af matenslﬁ or rElE\ ant Lh,Jc,:mQ
literature, r  not .etermine the information needs of
the commuiuty, Emd may not stsff Spam"%h %péakers

toumge Fezzmltmenz uf ‘Spamsh speakers in hbrafy
science schools, many Mexican Americans will not use
thé éervigéa af the puhlic librﬂn- The public librar}’.

du&s mjt; serve a large pDrtmn Df the puhhcé

CLEARINGHOUSE ON RURAL EDUCATION and SMALL SCHOOLS
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Amermansi

lerary Sefvme
' (1). The! model program describes a
dea community hbrajy which is bilingual and

- ..D\

Kgg;u;_}, wulna, widul ILLiWUE !uuu(n:;i
English, ethnic classics, American bestsellers in
translation, Mexican bestsellers, and practical self
help books, and by acquiring Chicano newspapers and
magazines such a El Chicano, Chicano Times, Fl
Renacimiento, El Sol El Tecolote, El Grito del Sol

0 apdiusn gy

Caracol, De Colores Journal MNuestro. La Raza,
Claudio, Selecciones del Reader's Digest, and

Mecanica Popular. The model also describes ather ser-
such as Aduit Hasic
Information Referral

vices that ould be provided,
Education [+arning Centers,
Services (for every day problems), Story Telling in
Spanish and knglish, Special Programs for Yauth (on
drugs. teenage pregnancies, careers, and job training),
audio-cassettes and multi media
decentralized library collection, and a mobile van
take library materials to residents.

Additions to the Basie Model The madel proy om

fur Alulllt'ildt‘rj. &

provides some solution= v problems hut could al- - n
clude development of . . appropriate indexing «
tomnsure access to information by or about the Spauish
| h

s [Tl

vpeakis Culid be ihe siri

Hig Syslem purt wi
English Ling Lge indsiin. im. The Alame!

County Librarv in Nor-hern ‘alifornia. for instance,
uses a bilingual Spanish lang:
La Liata de Encabezamientos [3).
To further assist library services f(r
\

Americans, a model library could also emplow moere

<8 subject index called
Mexiran
b

ingual and tmcultural staff memhvrq If matenials are
P I T DO

Avrmnein

availlahle tnr AMovicran )
system is provided, qualified staft members are necJed
to assist the users. The Fqual Employment Opportuni-
ty Act, which helps to eliminate unbalanced represen-
tabion ol winunily groups, could be used to juatiiy in
creasing Mexican American staff; however librario--
have been slow to staff through FEQ and few A
Americans are promoted above entry levels ( e
Spanish apeakers need to be hired at the prot
and supportive levels(4)

Because part of the affing problem orignnates in
the low number of Spanish surnamed graduates from
library science schools, programs have been de velaped
to iﬁtreaﬁ.é m: mrity gfrsduat@q llmmq Fﬂdta Labrars

xican

S|

]ECE to help minorities pay fm- hhrﬁry dr;f,rmw ﬂnd the

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Ecz.szr: M 'del_ A basu: rxmdel pfﬂg:am is présented :
‘by Bayley @nd Sche;maydra in A Model for Public
the Mexican - American Com:

al ‘and wh;ch is canﬁemed mth supplymg .

2

- one. in four interviewees had 4 library card, t‘.he San

-assist library science departments in recruitment, Tre-

jo develaped a rmodel t:urnculum for reéﬁntmer,it uf
ethnie l;brarlans 16).

Al of these sulutiﬂgs. thuugh have little effect if

the Mexican Ame ican community daesn t know what

\he hbrary offers, When it found inits survey that only

Eernardm’ librar

ms that rake
Swrus ) STI v ALED LU ke CONLIUILLY . UL e 0D S
units could inform the community of benefits of ti..
library, especially if the com
tle idea of what a library 15 and do not know that it is
free. that other materials and books besides texthooks
and classics are available, and that nonprint materials

munity metibers have fic-

and information that help solve everyday problems are
available (1), In addition to these solutions, a model
I hmry can ~ncourage the community to become more
Hevaved 0 uelertining what HOTUry servicey can be
preeided.  The could ain

representation on bhbrary boards or could estshlish

community  members

neighborhood boards l:?), Such boards conld deeide
what needs and educatonal, cultural, and sur al in-
3 { . :;ufu LIonivel or prios e oo oAy

€ mervices, @ hasic model norary

ditional soncena af

funding, » h .

Sinniey Dewe!

nment
fyity LA, b
fo.7 oin (e =0t

tions have beer

“{;'\g . xl o 1g# \,ié" lf‘ﬁi L1f’il,l,’
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